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Enumerative combinatorics is a classical part of combinatorics where
one tries to find the number of objects with a given set of properties. The
objects I am going to enumerate in my talk are maps, which are graphs em-
bedded into surfaces. I will discuss a remarkable connection of maps enume-
ration with symmetric functions and algebraic combinatorics. In particular,
I am going to focus on the b-Conjecture posed by Goulden and Jackson in
1996 which relates Jack symmetric functions with maps enumeration and I
explain the recent progress in this area.


